High-performance liquid chromatographic determination of sulphobromophthalein and its conjugates.
A simple, sensitive and selective high-performance liquid chromatographic method for the determination of sulphobromophthalein and its mercaptide conjugates in rat bile was developed. These pigments, which have an absorption maximum at 580 nm in alkaline solution, were separated isocratically on an alkali-resistant ODS column by paired-ion chromatography. Analysis of bile samples obtained after intravenous administration of sulphobromophthalein to rats showed the presence of at least twenty peaks of metabolites, of which thirteen were identified and seven quantified.